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Training Parents, Teachers and Training Children
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Presentations on Central Auditory
Processing Disorder

In a publicly funded facility located in the
Niagara Region of Ontario, we evaluate
approximately 600 children per year for
Central Auditory Processing Disorder
(CAPD). With this high number of child-
ren seen (and a waiting list that is several
moenths long of other children waiting to
be seen), our constant challenge is to
provide information to the parents, schools
and referring physicians in a manner that
ts individualized for each child.

Over the past few years, several things
have occurred which add to our challenge.
First, there has been increased criticism
from the medical community about CAP
evaluations. Some physicians have stated
(and not totally incorrectly) that all of the
CAP reports sounded the same with the
same recommendations used for each
child. In fact, one audiologist from a near-
by community had a ‘Central Auditory
Processing Recommendations’ sheet that
was photocopied and attached to every
report, no matter what difficulties were
found through the testing. Additionally,
non-audiologists have jumped on the CAP
bandwagon and have begun ‘testing’ for
CAPD. These reports were also quite
generic in their nature and had very
standard academic recommendations.

Another interesting phenomenon we had
noted was that parent support groups were
being organized throughout our region.

These groups were started partly in res-
ponse to the increased difficulty in
obtaining a medical referral for a CAPD
evaluation. They were also started because
of a frustration amongst parents that not
enough was happening to help their
children - both in and out of school. These
groups met to discuss strategies to use to
help children who had been diagnosed
with CAPD and to gather information to
share with anyone who worked with their
children.

In response to these events, a number of
colleagues recognized an opportunity to
provide information through presentations
to various sectors of the community. As
we became more involved, we noted that
there are numerous, well-written books
and articles including recommendations
for children their school activities. But we
also realized that it was important to
provide information and recommendations
for the non-school activities of children
with CAPD. We focused our presentations
on three groups: 1) teachers, school
personnel and other professionals who
work with these children; 2) parents; and,
3) adults who volunteer to work with
children, such as coaches and scout
leaders. Audiologists involved with CAPD
are probably most comfortable in
addressing the needs and presenting to
school personnel and other professionals.
The following outlines and handouts are
provided as guidelines for the present-
ations for parents and adult volunteers.
These presentations are continually chang-
ing and evolving based on feedback from
our participants and colleagues.
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