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Sensitivity 15 one of the most important cha-
racteristics of a test. Sensitivity refers to the
ability of a test to identify the target prob-
lem, in this case it is those with CAPD

The Central Test Battery — CD (Katz, 1997)
contains the basic tests that are used at many
centers across the US and Canada, for eval-
uation of those suspected of having CAPD.
At a minimum the battery consists of the
SSW, Phonemic Synthesis (PS) and a
speech-in-noise (SN) task. The CD contains
a total of 7 tests and is distributed by Preci-
sion Acoustics (411 NE 87" Ave. Vancou-
ver, WA 98664).

Readers of SSW Reports are well aware that
this battery is useful not only for identifying
those with CAPD, but importantly helps to
categorize the problem and offers suggested
approaches for remediation.

The primary focus of this study was to deter-
mine the sensitivity of this battery of tests in
almost 100 individuals who were seen at
clinics in the US and Canada.

Rules of Engagement

One of the major problems with this type of
study is that there is no ‘gold standard’ for
who has CAPD. Therefore we made the as-

We are grateful to the following audiclogists
who supplied the data for this study: Larry
Medwetsky, Barbara Kurpita, Kevin Flannagan,
Steven Guryan, Jerri Joyce, Susan Brandner,
Teryl Delagrange, Mary Ann Littrell.

sumption that everyone who was referred for
a CAP test actually had CAPD! This is a
rather high standard and 1s likely not true in
all cases. However it was best to err on the
side of caution.

It is important to point out that this research
is quite different from our jobs as clinicians.

1a) When someone comes to us as clinicians
we do all in our power to help the individual
even when some issues remain fuzzy. Every
patient is different and we may come to
different conclusions and recommendations
based on the history, a gut feeling etc.

1b) In carrying out a research project we
avoid individual considerations and concen-
trate on the aggregate. For consistency we
treat everyone the same and rigidly employ
stated criteria.

2a) In the clinic we ask extensive questions
about the individual, their history (school,
health etc.). We take into account the school
system (some of them may be great, others
terrible) and from all of this we make our
decision based heavily on the norms but not
completely. The most important thing is to
get it right.

2b) In this research we have no knowledge
about the individuals other than their scores,
ages, and genders. Some children are espec-
ially smart, others may be slow, some ad-
vantaged others not. Some likely had exten-
sive speech therapy or auditory training and
others none. We hope that by selecting from
a broad sample, that we have information
that is broadly applicable to children and
adults seen by audiologists for CAP evals.
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