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Email: Hey the Buffalo Model Works
Susan Brandner

I went to an IEP meeting (Individual Edu-
cational Plan) the other day to help interpret
a CAP report that was done at a neighboring
hospital. The main reason that 1 agreed to go
is that the audiclogist did use the SSW (and
the SCAN -- that was her battery). Fortun-
ately she gave the Combined Totals with the
child's score and the norms so it was easy
for me to decipher.

The audiologist's summary stated that the
child had "a mild auditory processing
problem" -- I want to pop some people on
the head. The child had significant peaks in
both competing conditions, so with no other
information, but with an appropriate dis-
claimer, I described children who have TFM
and DEC problems for the committee.

Yack, I wish you could have seen the look on
the teacher's face, she said that I had just
described this child perfectly and now she
feels badly about some of the things she did
or didn't do over the past year. Other mem-
bers of the team, especially the psychologist,
said that they had never had such detail
before. I assured them that they would con-
tinue to get detail. The Speech Therapist
(who knew of my interest in CAP) was just
delighted that she had asked me to be at the
meeting.

Susan

Ed note: When people say how do know that
the system works, it is experiences like this
that continue to give me assurance. Know-
ing the CAP test battery results we can then
describe the person's academic and other
problems pretty well without ever seeing the
individual.

On-line from 'Healthy Hearing'

Jennifer's Q: A fair amount of research is
available on CAPD in children. Where can
I find more information about CAPD in
adults, specifically on phonologic dyslexia?

Ackie's A: Yes, you are quite correct that
there is much less available about CAPD in
adults. This makes sense. For one thing the
problems that children face are generally
more severe than when they reach adult-
hood. Children have to go to school and
learn what the curriculum dictates and gen-
erally in the manner that the teacher chooses
to teach. Children also have to learn to speak
and develop language, which can be extrem-
ely difficult when carrying a major CAP
burden. On the other hand as we get older
our central nervous systems continue to mat-
ure (though they may never reach the level
of those who do not have the problem). We
also have freedom to choose the type of
work we will do and find ways to minimize
our difficulties and maximize our strengths
etc. This is not to say that we have overcome
the problems -- surely not. But the demand
on us is generally lessened.
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