Dear Ackie:

Last week I used the Central Test Battery -
CD for the first time. It was great, not hav-
ing to listen to all of those calibration tones
and not worrying about the speech-in-noise
score norms. But I found, if a kid missed an
SSW item, they missed it, because I can't
replay items on the CD, without going back
to the beginning of the test. I'm not too “CD
sophisticated”. Is this true for everyone, or
does my boss have a cheap CD player? Will
this have much impact on scores?

The Vegetarian
* k k F ¥ k%

Dear Veg (please excuse the informality):

Glad you like the Central Test Battery - CD.
It is surely a time saver. No popping in
tapes and rewinding them. Once you learn
the procedure you can zip quickly from one
test to another.

Now for your question, my guess is that you
have not learned about the micro-adjustment
feature of your CD. If you click the CD
back arrow once and it will go back to the
beginning of the test (as you already men-
tioned), but if you keep your finger on the
back arrow it will move back in time (like
rewind on a tape deck). First check the
meter for your position on the CD and then

practice ‘rewinding’ a few times to see how
long it takes to go back one item. It is less
precise than a tape, for me (as I too am a
novice at the CD). but teenagers assure me
that I will get better with time.

I doubt that your boss has a cheep CD player
(or if it 13, that’s probably not the problem)
as | bought a portable CD player this week
for $99 and it has the micro-adjustment
feature (forward and backward). If my
suggestion does not work after 10 minutes
of terrible frustration and bitter unhappiness,
ask the next teenager you see. If the teen
can’t get it to work, it’s the cheep CD player
your boss has provided.

You also ask, if you can’t go back and
repeat_an item, how serious is the effect?
Generally, it’s a very small difference. A) I
typically replay for fun. Out of curiosity 1
replay to see what the person will say. and
then decide which of the two answers is
more helpful (nothing scientific about it).
B) Of course, on rare occasions, I will have
to replay if the person is talking, coughing,
or if the headphones are off (as errors at
such times are meaningless).

How often do you replay an item? I
probably replay on the average, one item per
test, for fun. It makes a difference of perhaps
one or two words (a small effect), even if
you choose 1o calculate the retest instead of

using the orniginal answer.
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