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“Are you ready?”

Attention all clinicians: are you familiar
with this carrier phrase? What do you
do when the client interrupts this famous
carrier phrase, with the classic response,
“Yes, I am ready”. Do you re-instruct
your client not to respond until all of the
target words are heard? What do you do
when the client responds in a quick
manner, thus unable to properly hear all
of the presented stimuli? Do you mark
the possible responses as errors, when
indeed the client may have provided the
proper response if re-instructed to listen
to all of the words before responding?

The above examples are classic respons-
¢s seen when testing individuals with
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
(ADHD). These individuals exhibit im-
pulsivity and may respond before the
complete set of stimuli is presented, thus
causing more errors. Reliable/valid eval-
uation of this population requires control
of attention and fatigue. This article will;
1) review ways to control for these fac-
tors when administering auditory pro-
cessing tests, 2) investigate the attention
factor by SSW quartile-analysis with
two groups of children that exhibit both

ADHD as well as CAPD, and 3) study
the quartile-analysis of a group of child-
ren with only CAPD.

CONTROLLING FOR ATTENTION

ASHA (1995) provided a definition of
CAPD suggesting that CAPD could pos-
sibly stem from inattention factors. This
could result in the mis-diagnosis of
CAPD, when because of poor attention,
the client misses more of the stimuli,
simply because of inattention and not an
auditory deficit. Of course, those with
inherent attention deficits, like ADHD,
would be at risk for not paying attention
to the incoming stimuli.

Tillery, Katz and Keller (2000) found
50-80% of children with ADHD to also
manifest a CAPD. These findings have
been replicated in other studies. Based
on this discussion, you might wonder:
Were these children diagnosed with
CAPD in a reliable/valid manner? How
was their poor inherent attention ability
managed?

The first author has tested hundreds of
individuals with ADHD using a strict
administration procedures to ensure that
the auditory processing evaluations are
provided in a proper manner.
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