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Q: Is the diagnosis of CAPD limited only to
those with normal intelligence or higher?

A: Ibelieve not. Anyone who can hear can
have a CAPD.

My definition of CAP is “what we do with
what we hear”. How effective we are in
using the auditory channel (based on what
we could hear in the first place) tells us if
the person has normal auditory processing or
not. Our test norms tell us what to expect
from a person who has normal hearing, So
far as 1 know, IQ is not taken into account
on any of the CAP tests.

Q: Is it fair to use norms for intellectually
normal individuals as the basis for evaluat-
ing those who have low IQs? How can you
hold a person who is mentally retarded
(MR) to the same standard as those who
have normal cognitive functions?

A: 1 think it is rather fair or generally fair.
While there are surely exceptions, for the
most part my experience with MR cases is
not very different from LD cases. This has
been discussed in previous issues of SSW
Reports (Nov. 1991; Nov. 1997).

BACKGROUND

This is the third article in SSW Reports to
discuss MR. The first article (1991) showed

the results for 6 adults who were MR. There
were two who had 41 IQs, two who had 55
and two with 60 1Q. Surprisingly, for each
pair, one had a Normal SSW (using the
Original Analysis) and the other had a
Severe SSW. The three severe scores were
very distinctive. One was a sharp peak in
the RC Condition, one in the LC Condition
and the third was very poor performance in
both competing Conditions..

This helped to allay our fears that intellect
alone is enough to cause failure on the SSW
test.

Nevertheless in that study, for measured
intelligence (MI) groups, as 1Q went down,
so did the SSW performance. Even this
makes good sense. Those who are MR do
not have normal brain function. Conse-
quently those with the lowest 1Q are likely
to have the most brain involvement (or at
least involvement of the most important
centers). CAP functions are represented in
many parts of the brain. Thus, the greater
the brain involvement, the greater the risk of
CAP impairment. So it is not surprising that
the correlation between 1Q and SSW exists.

In 1999 we reported on four children who
were MR, They, just as those in the 1991
report, were found to have very poor CAP
abilities. They also had some of the same
unusual Qualifiers (i.e., Intrusive Words,
Back-to-Back qualifiers and type-2 Smush-
es) on the SSW test. Overall, they fell into
the Decoding category on the CAP test
battery.
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CAP TEST RESULTS FOR YOUTHS CONSIDERED MENTALLY RETARDED WITH NORMAL HEARING

SSW RESULTS PHONEMIC SYNTHESIS SPEECH-IN-NOISE OTHER
RESULTS RESULTS
Total NOE 11 SDs poorer | Score 7 SDs below mean. (testing error) History of middle ear

than mean. DEC, TFM &
ORG. Unique Qualifiers:

O/L Qualifiers. Recently
benefited from Orton-

Inter-Aural Difference okay.

pathology. Word Recognition
Scores = 96 & 100%.

BTB and IW. Gillingham training.

Total NOE 7 SDs poorer Score 7 SDs below mean. Right ear significant (2 SDs | History of middle ear

than mean. DEC, TFM. O/L, NF + other Qualifiers. | poorer than mean). Inter- pathology. Word Recognition
No Unique Qualifiers. Aural Difference significant | Scores = 96% in each ear.

(3 SDs poorer than mean).

Total NOE 12 SDs poorer
than mean. DEC, TFM &
ORG. Unique Qualifiers:
BTB and IW.

Score 19 SDs below mean.
NF + P Qualifiers.

Left ear significant (< 2 SDs
poorer than mean). Inter-
Aural Difference okay.

History of middle ear
pathology. Word Recognition
Scores = 100% in each ear.

Total NOE 15 SDs poorer
than mean. DEC & TFM
equally poor and ORG.
No Unique Qualifiers.

Score 9 SDs below mean.
O/L Qualifier.

Left ear significant (> 3 SDs
poorer than mean). Inter-
Aural Difference significant
(>2 SDs poorer than mean).

History of middle ear
pathology. Word Recognition
Scores RE = 92 (significant) &
LE = 96% (okay).
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