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Over the years 1 have heard it a thousand
times, from both professionals and lay peo-
ple, "CAP, oh that's such a confusing con-
cept to me"; "us such a vague notion" or
"Oh, but we've already had his hearing test-
ed". Fortunately in recent years I have heard
those kinds of statements less and less. Will
the recent recommendation of Jerger &
Musiek (2000) to use the term Auditory
Processing Disorder (APD) instead of Cen-
tral Auditory Processing Disorder (CAPD)
help or hurt the situation? If there is any
benefit is it worth the change?

Let me say from the outset that I am a 'stick
in the mud. I don't change terminology
readily unless I see that the benefits surely
outweigh the deficits.

None of the terms we use were ‘God-given’.
They all have limitations and hopefully
benefits. Let's see where we have come
from in the AP-name saga. When I started
working in this area, many years ago, we
called it Auditory Perception (AP). I thought
that was a clear and useful term. It caused
little confusion because everyone knows
what the word perception refers to in every-
day life and it is parallel to the well-known
term Visual Perception. Ah, but all that is
ancient history now.

In the 70s we were told that 'perception’ is
something we can't measure (we can only
infer it from our test data, but don't really
test it). Therefore it was suggested we use

'processing’ instead. Although I did not con-
sider this an improvement in terms, in time I
came to accept the change. However, not
long after that we were told that we should
preface the term with the qualifier ‘central' in
order to differentiate it from simple peri-
pheral problems that are measured by pure-
tone thresholds. So the term Central Audi-
tory Processing (CAP) was born. Over the
years | gradually used CAP more than Audi-
tory Processing as parents and professionals
quickly took to it.

Jerger & Musiek's recommendation to use
APD, their rationale for this change and
their discussion of this significant name
change comprise exactly one sentence!
They write:

In keeping with the goals of maintain-
ing operational definitions, avoiding
the imputation of anatomic loci, and
emphasizing the interaction of disord-
ers at both peripheral and central sites,
however, it seems more appropriate to
label such problems as "auditory
processing disorder"” (APD). (p. 467-8)

Operational Definition

An operational definition describes the test’s
procedure, so everyone knows what was
done to get the resulting score. For exam-
ple, Dichotic Digits, Phonemic Synthesis
and many other audiologic tests tell what
they entail by their names. On the other
hand, Bekesy Audiometry is not an opera-
tional definition, because its name does not
reveal the task that is presented.
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