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The SSW Type-A pattern was originally
called the "Dyslexic Pattern”. This was be-
cause in 1966 and 1967 the first two dyslexic
cases showed this unusual pattern on the
SSW test (you may recall Patsy and Linda
from the SSW Workshop). Fortunately,
soon after that we saw a few patients who
had frontal lobe lesions who also exhibited
Type-A patterns, so it became apparent that
it was not limited to those who had dyslexia.

FYI: You may wonder why we called it
Type-A as this could be confused with the
type-A tympanogram. Well of course, the
reason is that the SSW Type-A came first.

In time it became clear that the SSW Type-A
was different than the other SSW signs. For
example, it did not follow the contralateral
model. That is, regardless of which hemi-
sphere was involved it was generally the left
ear that showed the peak of errors. In time
this peculiarity was understood because it
followed pattern of corpus callosum lesions
(that prevent speech from getting from the
non-dominant right hemisphere to the left)
on dichotic tests.

If you are not sure what the Type-A pattern
is or how it is calculated, please see the
Addendum on page 2.

Unique to Type-A
Type-A does not indicate where a
lesion is in site-of-lesion cases as the
peak of errors is generally in the left-
competing (LC) condition, whether
the lesion is on the right side, left
side or in the midline.
Type-A is associated with the corpus
callosum (CC) and/or angular gyrus
in dyslexics, but it can also be found
in with CNS lesions elsewhere.
The Type-A was found in 33% of
corpus callosum tumor patients [1].
In CAP cases it was noted in ~15%
of cases using the Traditional Anal-
ysis [2], and in ~20% with NOE [3].
The SSW is generally a robust test,
but the Type-A is fragile. This is be-
cause it depends on the relationship
of errors in 2 columns. Therefore, if
there is an extra error or 2 in another
column, it could nullify the Type-A.
This is commonly seen in young
children who have errors associated
with immaturity of the system.
Type-A errors are not the same as
other errors on the test. They appear
to result from an inability to get to
the language-dominant hemisphere
and not to a failure of cortical pro-
cessing. For this reason Ear/Order
Effects if noted in Type-A’s cannot
be interpreted in the usual way, they
are nullified by the Type-A pattern.
The Type-A pattern is the sign that
designates Integration (INT) categ-
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