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The presence of SSW reversals may
provide more information than the
clinician realizes. This article will
review the definition and populations
commonty found to exhibit SSW
reversals. Three cases will be presented
illustrating the use of SSW reversals in
differential diagnoses.

Definition

Reversals occur when the stimuli are
repeated out of order, but only if no
more than one error occurs. When there
are two — four errors a reversal is not
marked.

The reversal strip is thought to be
associated at the anterior temporal and
fronto-parietal lobes. Others have stated
that reversals are seen in-patients with
brain damage (Katz, 1968, Katz and
Pack, 1975), learning disabilities
(Stubblefield and Young, 1975) and
unmotivated individuals (Lukas and
Genchur-Lukas, 1981).

Because this is an “anterior sign” it has
been suspected that individuals with
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
(ADHD) may exhibit more reversals
than normals. Tillery (1992) found this
to be true and replicated the results in
1997.

For Tillery’s first study, she found 25 of
the 30 children with ADHD to also
exhibit CAPD. Of the 25 subjects, 14
(56%) displayed SSW reversals. Tillery,
Katz and Keller (1997) evaluated the
auditory processing function of 66
children with ADHD. They found 36 of
the children to manifest moderate-to-
severe CAPD, 19 with mild CAPD and
11 children without CAPD. Of the 36
children with CAPD and ADHD, 50%
dispiayed significant SSW reversals.

Reversals Among 62 Children Referred
Jor CAPD Evaluations

Because children with ADHD are at risk
for CAPD, the author randomly
examined the records of 62 children
referred for differential diagnosis in the
past year, with special interest to
significant SSW reversals. (See chart on
page 6 for findings). More children
were found to display significant
reversals if they had LD or ADHD.
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