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Acquired Integration Problem?
A case history
Susan Brandner

If you are asked to test someone with a
closed head injury, what approach would
you take? Testing for site of lesion would
be ‘fun’ to see if our results agree with
the MRI and other medical assessments.
Most of us however, are more interested
in -- how the injury affected the person’s
life and what information can we give to
improve the quality of life. That is, we
interpret the results from a CAPD (edu-
cational) perspective, the same as we
would for a more traditional CAPD eval-
uation (and not a medical, site-of-lesion
approach).  Are our remedial recom-
mendations valid? Can we assume (a
dangerous word) that if a person had
been successful prior to the injury, that
there was no existing CAP problem?
Does it matter if 8 CAP problem existed
premorbidly?

Background:

“Toni” is a 51-year-old woman, who at
age 47 suffered a closed head injury as
the result of an automobile accident.
Both frontal lobes and the right parictal
lobe were reportedly affected. Prior to
the accident, she had been an attorney.
“Toni” has had a great deal of medical
and rehabilitation (including vestibular
rehabilitation) management, however,
she has never had any speech/language

therapy.  She has experienced some
seizures and some extreme tiredness.
She is currently taking several medi-
cations.

In 1993, an auditory processing deficit
was diagnosed and a rehabilitative plan
was initiasted. Toni had difficulty focus-
ing on soft sounds (a skill she needs as an
attorney to insure client confidentiality) -
a Phone Ear Easy Listener was provided
and she successfully used this for group
activities (church, lectures etc.). Then, in
spite of her normal hearing thresholds,
mild gain K-amp hearing aids were pro-
vided to improve her listening ability for
television and dinners out. Custom noise
filters (plugs) were also provided for
those situations where loud background
noise was problematic. Several com-
munication strategies were taught and
Toni continues to use all of these.

In addition, Toni is under the care of a
peuro-optometrist who has her doing
visual exercises on a computer at home.
She regained her ability to drive about
one year ago Toni reports that she uses
her noise filters in large rooms and the
hearing aids as needed. When she does
volunteer work at a municipal court, the
hearing aids are worn most efficiently.
The assistive device is used at lectures
and sometimes at court. She finds it
necessary to use the closed-caption
feature on her television and recently
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